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With spring in full swing, you’ve already enjoyed the bulbs bursting into bloom, watched your perennial plants
emerge green and glorious from the ground, and walked the aisles of your favorite garden center gathering early
bloomers and ideas for the rest of the growing season.

This summer issue of Proven Beauty features even more ideas to take you and your garden into the full bloom of
this sizzling season. Whether you’re looking for plants that will be able to take the heat of a sun-drenched 
pool deck or varieties that will be successful in the shade, Proven Beauty has the answer. 

Wondering how to create a welcoming entrance to your home by adding just the right blooming plants? 
Check out pages 8 and 9 for suggestions that can help you pick the right plants for your specific doorway 
color and design. 

And while you’re doing the work of tending to your garden, don’t forget to enjoy it, too. Some of the Great 
Garden Discoveries shown on page 11 will add to your enjoyment, and the ideas for sharing gardening with 
the next generation on pages 4 through 7 will make it even more fun.

Celebrate summer – with great ideas and great plants from Proven Winners.

Sincerely,

Danielle Ernest
Editor

Proven Beauty is an emagazine devoted 
to educating and inspiring gardeners. 
It is published four times a year. Send 
comments, questions, or story ideas to
danielle@provenwinners.com.

Managing Editor
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Writer
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Designer
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And They’re FREE.
If you like the ideas in Proven Beauty, you’ll want to get your hands on Proven Winners’ FREE 28-page 

Gardener’s Idea Book. It’s filled with landscape and container ideas for a broad range of styles and spaces –
from a contemporary balcony in a bustling city to a traditional hearth and home patio and everything in between.

To order your FREE copy, click the link below. It will provide inspiration throughout the gardening season.

MY FREE IDEA BOOK

More Inspiring Ideas.



Can Gardening Keep You Young?

There are so many benefits to being outdoors 
working in the garden, including: getting exercise, 
creating something beautiful, connecting to the 
earth, and feeling a sense of accomplishment. 
Sharing the garden experience with the next 
generation gives them the same sense of 
satisfaction. Plus, they love digging in the dirt.
Here are some ways to share your love of 
gardening, to educate young people, and to 
enjoy time with children in your family or in 
your community. What better way to carry on 
a tradition of tending to the earth – and to 
keep you young at heart.

Bloom Together
Give a child the responsibility for caring for beautiful
blooming plants. Teach them how to plant a container
and when to water and feed the plant. And be sure
you choose easy-to-grow varieties, like the Proven
Winners Superbells varieties shown here, to ensure
their first growing experience is a success.

Container Gardening
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Leaf Lessons
Take a walk together through the neighborhood
or to your favorite park, collect fallen leaves, and 
enjoy a leaf-rubbing project. It’s fun, creative, 
and educational, too.

Leaf Rubbing How-to

Stepping Stone 
from Mold

Mosaic Stepping Stone

Feet and Hands Stone

Staying in Step
Help a youngster leave 
an artistic mark on your 
garden by planning a 
stepping stone project together. You can 
purchase stepping stone kits at garden centers
or craft stores, or see pages 6 and 7 for a 
do-it-yourself version. 

Veggie Adventure
Pass along your knowledge of vegetable gardening to the
next generation. Or, if you are a novice veggie gardener, 
plan a project and learn together. And then enjoy 
the fruits, or vegetables, 
of your labor.

How to start 
a veggie garden



D-I-Y SteppInG StoneS

HOW TO MAKE STEPPING
STONES WITH YOUR KIDS

Create an afternoon of fun and a permanent memory in your garden with this do-it-yourself stepping stone project. 
Kids will enjoy planning their design, mixing up the cement, placing their handprints, and decorating their personal 

masterpiece with marbles, shells, or other embellishments.  And every year when they visit your garden, 
they’ll enjoy seeing their work of art and remembering the day they made it.

6 PROVEN BEAUTY SUMMER 2011



7



8 PROVEN BEAUTY SUMMER 2011

Color Coordinated

Your front door is your statement of welcome. And whether that statement is traditional, casual, stately,
or contemporary, plants make it beautiful and inviting. Depending on the plants you choose, you make
it a personal and colorful welcome.

To make a great entrance, choose a container that complements the style of your entryway and plants
that accentuate your color scheme. And remember to consider the amount of light at the outdoor entryway
to your home when you choose your plants, so that they will thrive all season at your doorstep. Well-chosen
containers help greet guests by creating the perfect first impression, but, most importantly, the plants you
choose and the design you create is a beautiful expression of your own creativity.
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Opposite:
Hanging basket: SUPERBELLS® Tequila Sunrise Calibrachoa

Windowbox: SUPERBELLS® Tequila Sunrise Calibrachoa, 
SNOW PRINCESS® Lobularia, GOLDDUST™ Mecardonia, 
and SUNSATIA® Lemon Nemesia

Outlined flowers: SUPERBELLS® Tequila 
Sunrise Calibrachoa and SUNSATIA®

Lemon Nemesia

At right: 
ANGELFACE®

Dark Violet Angelonia
Opal INNOCENCE®

Nemesia

Yellow combo: 
SUPERBELLS®

Yellow 
Calibrachoa
LUSCIOUS®

Lemonade Lantana
SUPERTUNIA®

Citrus Petunia

At right: 
‘Sweet Caroline 
Light Green’ 
Ipomoea

At right: 
Melon Symphony Osteospermum
COLORBLAZE® Royale Glissade™

Solenostemon (Coleus)
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Urban Landscape Expert and Host of HGTV’s “Dig In” 
Talks About His Garden Tools

CELEBRITY 
GARDEN SHED

PROVEN BEAUTY: What is 
your garden shed like?   

WILLIAM MOSS: I’m an urban
gardener, so space is at a premium.
As a result, my garden shed is 
actually a Lawn Buddy. Besides 
space, my other issue is that I have
three separate gardens, so I need
portable storage. The Lawn Buddy 
is small enough to carry, but big
enough to hold my stuff. As a 
bonus, it doubles as a seat when working or relaxing.   

PB: What item from your Lawn Buddy do you use the most?   

WM: My sturdy long-handled trowel that I bought in San
Diego, California many years ago. It wasn’t easy getting it
back to Chicago in my bookbag (even though it was pre-2001
airline rules) but it was worth the hassle. It’s strong enough
and long enough to dig in the heavy Chicago clay without
bending. Many other trowels bent or broke under the strain
of the dense, rooty garden soil. Besides planting, I use it to
dig out weedy roots, make furrows for seeds, open bags of
potting soil, knock in loose nails, and occasionally smash
pesky grasshoppers. And after a fresh sharpening, it works
great to divide small perennials like irises and asters.

PB: What item in your garden shed could you 
not do without?  

WM: My trusty Felco® pruners. I was given these when I 
first began work at the Chicago Botanic Garden teaching 
horticulture and working with school gardens. I’ve kept them
nearby and sharpened ever since. You never know when you
are going to find a dead, broken, or diseased twig that needs
immediate pruning. I grow berry bushes, ornamental trees,
dwarf conifers, and roses in my three small spaces (rooftop,
community garden plot, and yard). Constant pruning keeps
the plants in scale, healthy, and productive. Plus, 
my wife likes cut flowers. I cut arrangements from the
diminutive snowdrops of late winter to the bold asters of
fall. Since they cut through nearly 2" of wood, I can 
sometimes use my pruners to cut branches from my fragrant
winter-blooming witch hazels as well. They handle the 
important work of keeping my plants healthy and my wife

happy. I never go the garden without my pruners, and 
sometimes I only go with them. 

PB: What’s the oldest item you carry in your Lawn Buddy?  

WM: A 30’ metal tape measure. It harkens back to my days
when I began my green career with the Chicago Department of 
Environment. At that time, I knew more about carpentry than 
horticulture. As an installation supervisor for Green Corps Chicago,
it was my official tape. When I began filming makeover TV for 
Discovery Channel and TLC, it went with me. That tape has 
measured countless 4" x 6"s, 4" x 4"s, and 2" x 12"s for raised
beds, pergolas, arbors, decks, and playground sets throughout
Chicagoland, Atlanta, Los Angeles, and the Carolinas. To this 
day, I still use it for garden projects and measuring growth of 
veggies. It’s my lucky tape. And honestly, wearing a tape 
measure on your belt seems to kick up your testosterone 
level a notch or two.     

PB: What’s your newest item? 

WM: Gnarly Head Old Vine Lodi Zinfandel. A bottle only lasts
about two weeks at best during the season, so I get a new one
often. There’s nothing better than sitting (on your Lawn Buddy) 
in the sunset with a cup of tasty red wine after a long gardening
session. To take pause and review your work is a crucial step in
the creation of any masterpiece (although as any experienced 
gardener will tell you, it is never finished). To reflect among the
garden’s sights and sounds with the rich aromas and flavors of 
an old vine zinfandel is paradise to me. It is even better when 
I remember to pour a cup 15 minutes before I finish gardening 
so the wine can breathe.  Wait… maybe my portable wine 
corker is the indispensible item.   
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Sizzling Summer Style
The great garden discoveries shown here are as hot as the summer sun. Practical, stylish, and colorful, 

these fun, functional, and whimsical tools of the outdoor trade will brighten any garden setting. Indulge yourself 
or select a special gift for your favorite gardener by clicking on the links below. 

9

GREAT GARDEN DISCOVERIES

www.uncommongoods.com

www.crateandbarrel.com

www.frontgate.com www.duluthtrading.com www.gardenart.com

11



12 PROVEN BEAUTY SUMMER 2011

Create magic in those shady spots
Just because an area isn’t sun-drenched doesn’t mean it has to be lackluster. There are many beautiful perennials that 

love the shade and add beauty to those covered areas of your garden. Hostas, Heucheras, Tiarellas, Ferns, and Pulmonaria 
are just a few of the eye-catching perennials that thrive in the shade, as do annuals, like Coleus. While these plants are 
primarily grown for foliage, you can capitalize on their rich textures by contrasting them with vibrant flowering annuals 

that love shade, like Summer Wave® and Catalina® Torenia, Rockapulco® Impatiens, Infinity® New Guinea 
Impatiens, Charmed® Oxalis, and many more easy-to-grow Proven Winners varieties.

Clockwise from upper left: 
COLORBLAZE® Dipt in Wine Coleus, DOLCE® Blackcurrant, and CATALINA® Blue Torenia;
SUMMER WAVE® Amethyst Torenia with COLORBLAZE® LifeLime Coleus; ROCKAPULCO®

Dark Orange Impatiens; INFINITY® Orange, Pink, Pink Frost New Guinea Impatiens

Opposite: CATALINA® Blue Torenia adds color to a shade garden

PROVEN WINNERS 
SHADE-LOVING PLANTS



13



Heat-Loving plants Make a Splash
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Above: ANGELFACE® Blue Angelonia, TIDDLEY WINKS™ Yellow and TROPICAL TEMPTATION MIMOSA™ Lantana, 
SUPERTUNIA® Red and SUPERTUNIA® Royal Velvet Petunia
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When Mother Nature turns the heat on, you
might feel like wilting, but your plants won’t if
you choose carefully. The Proven Winners 
varieties shown here not only can take 
the heat, they actually thrive in it, 
making them ideal choices for full 
sun areas, like pool decks. 
Not only do they perform 
beautifully, they bring 
exceptional color and 
pizzazz to any area where 
the sun beats down. 

These heat-loving favorites will 
make a splash in your garden:

Supertunia® varieties are exceptional. 
With dozens of vibrant colors and growth habits
that range from the miniature Charm series to
the landscape loveliness of Vista, Supertunia 
is the best Petunia. Period.

Luscious® Lantana varieties are continuous
bloomers that range in height from 8” to 30”,
giving you options in size and color and offering
the added bonus of attracting butterflies and
hummingbirds to your full-sun setting.

Angelface® Angelonia have brilliant blooms 
on sturdy upright stems so you can add a 
taller, more vertical design to containers or
landscapes that can’t escape the sun.

At right: 
ANGELFACE®

Dresden Blue 
Angelonia hybrid

At top: 
SUPERTUNIA®

Vista Bubblegum 
Petunia hybrid



16 PROVEN BEAUTY SUMMER 2011

Shopping for Shrubs
How to choose the right-sized shrub for your garden
Colorful, blooming shrubs bring long-lasting beauty to your garden. And because their permanent presence 
adds value to your landscape, it’s important to choose wisely. Here are some tips to remember when selecting 
these great garden additions. 
• Know where you are going to plant your shrubs. The plant has to fit the location, not just for the amount

of sunlight that it needs, but for the room it needs to grow.
• Consider the mature height of the shrub before you purchase it. A baby-sized ‘Limelight’ Hardy Hydrangea in a 

1-gallon container appears cute and small in the store. However, several years later, you might be surprised 
when ‘Limelight’ grows up to 6 to 8 feet tall covering your windows or encroaching on your patio or driveway.

• Consider the mature spread and shape of the plant, as some shrubs grow narrow and tall, while others are 
naturally wide and short. A wide shrub planted too close to other plants might block too much light.

• Be ready to prune. Large shrubs can grow in smaller spaces, but you have to be willing to prune year after year.
• Consider the new, compact-sized shrubs on the market. If space is at a premium or you prefer not to spend time

pruning, there are new varieties, like the three shown on the next page, that pack a lot of color into a small space.

The plant tags that accompany each shrub will provide all the information you need to pick a shrub that will 
fit your landscape and give you years of garden enjoyment.

FRONT BACK

Light Requirements

Mature 
Height 
and Spread

Hardiness
Zone
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Little Lime™ Hydrangea boasts the
same colors and benefits of ‘Limelight,’
though only reaching 3 to 5 feet when
fully grown. It’s beautiful, drought
tolerant, small, and even tolerates
urban pollution, making it ideal
for those settings.

Lo & Behold® ‘Blue Chip’ is a new 
miniaturized Butterfly Bush. At slightly 
larger than 2 feet, it is compact enough 
to plant in a pot on your patio where 
it will still attract butterflies.  

Bloomerang™ Purple Reblooming Lilac is 
the most compact, heaviest-blooming dwarf
lilac on the market, reaching only 4 to 5 feet.
So you can now enjoy lilac flowers spring,
summer, and fall, even in small gardens.

Bloomerang™ 

Purple
Syringa
(Lilac)
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Our goal is for Proven Beauty to be your eco-friendly
digital magazine for information and inspiration in the
garden.Please click on our survey link below to help 
us serve you better.

TAKE THE SURVEY

We Value Your Opinion

Nothing is easier to grow or adds more elegance to
your outdoor living space than plants from Proven

Winners. And no one is a better resource for 
finding and growing these beauties than your 

Proven Winners retailer. They know the 
varieties that will flourish in your area and 

can guide you in designing exceptional 
combinations  – like the one you can create 

with the three beauties shown here.

THE BEST GARDEN CENTERS
RECOMMEND THE

BEST PLANTS

SUPERTUNIA®

PRETTY MUCH PICASSO®

Petunia hybrid
‘Sweet Caroline 
Light Green’ 

Ipomoea batatas

SNOW 
PRINCESS®

Lobularia hybrid

To find a Proven Winners 
retailer near you, click here 

and enter your zipcode.

PROVEN WINNERS 
RETAILERS


